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cisatracurium in adult cardiac surgery patients: a randomised comparison of depth and duration of neuromuscular block. The aim of this study was to compare the postoperative conditions in adult cardiac surgical patients who received atracurium or cisatracurium. After obtaining
institutional approval and informed consent, patients in both groups were randomised to receive either 0.03 mg/kg of either agent. Postoperative conditions were assessed by an anesthesiologist blinded to the trial on awakening from general anesthesia, when the patient's first oral
intake was obtained, and at 12 and 24 h thereafter. Exclusion criteria included age < 18 years, active lower limb or neck muscle weakness, and inability to communicate. Fifty-nine patients were enrolled in the study. There were no significant intergroup differences in recovery of
neurological function and other postoperative variables. However, the duration of the response to train-of-four stimulation was longer (P = 0.005) and the duration of jaw relaxation was shorter (P = 0.042) in patients who received cisatracurium. The incidence of postoperative nausea
and vomiting was higher in patients who received atracurium (P = 0.025). This trial shows that the pharmacokinetic profile of cisatracurium is not superior to that of atracurium. However, cisatracurium shows a shorter duration of
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